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«To»
«Name»
«Add1»
«Add2»
«Add3»
«Add4»
8th June 2009
Dear Sir/Madam,
Food Safety Week is an initiative run each year by the Food Standards Agency (FSA) to promote good food hygiene in the home.  Eastbourne Borough Council is working together with the FSA to support this work during 15-21 June
The focus of this year’s Food Safety Week is listeria and will target people over 60 and the need for correct storage and handling of food in the home.  The reason for focusing on this audience is the recent sharp rise in cases of listeria specifically within this age group – cases in the over 60s have doubled since 2001 and it causes more deaths each year than Salmonella and E.coli O157 combined.

Our aim is to reach as many elderly residents in Eastbourne as possible and one initiative is to contact local churches who tend to have good local community networks. 
I have enclosed a variety of listeria leaflets and would appreciate if you can distribute these to the older members of your congregation or at any senior groups you may have.  This in turn would help us in reaching as many as possible of our target audience. 
The leaflets enclosed give practical actions to reduce the risk including:

· Keeping fridges at the correct temperature

· Following the storage instructions provided on the label

· Using food by its Use-By date

If you have any queries regarding this initiative or require additional leaflets, please do not hesitate to contact us.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

Yours Sincerely 

John Demetriou MCIEH
Environmental Health Officer
Health and Environment Team
Tel: 01323 41(5365)
Environmental Health, 1 Grove Road, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN21 4TW
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